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- fthe lines separating blacks
and whites were as discernible
as the slash in the name

Junebug/Jack, it would make

things a lot easier, -
The groups — Junebug The-
ater Project from New Orleans
-and the Roadside Theater from
the Appalachians in Whitesburg,
Ky..— joined hands Friday and.
Saturday nights in the Metropoli-
tar Arts Center’s Loft Theater
and will do so again at 3 p.m. to-
day. Junebug/Jack was brought
toDayton by Cityfolk, - .
In story and song, the tradi- .
tions of both African-American
and Appalachian cultures blend
Junebug Jabbo Ji ones — Junebug.
g 4 common African nick- .

me for junior, or runt —and-
a common Appalachian

me depicting hard-headed wis-~
dom and perseverdance-<: . - -

The five-member troupe began
bymumbling all the stereotypes
f.h?t both cultures can think of
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- to call the other. '

" wheréelse” - W » _
- The tune, rife with Confeder-:-
. ate imagery, with a few minor:. .

s became Jubilo, asong -

___EntertainmentPlus

Entertainment NewsLine

\ .

13

Kim Neal tells the audience
she’sglad to be in Dayton and
that we share a common road,

Interstate 75, or “hillbilly SRTE

. “Now I can say tﬁhﬁ,f,"slfésaid. :
© “It’s real impqrta.nt‘ who says -

thgt.” -

Smiles, chuckles .éf recognition

and moving detail are woven into

~ the 90-minute production,'as

both sides give insights into the -
commonality of struggle and
oppression. . ..,

“That line’s important,” June-

bug’s Carl LeBlanc said, callin
attention to the slash

“We’re separate but joined at the
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- lustrating that pofnt wiis the -

song Dixie, “a story that can-

somewhere and end up some!” -+
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~ sung by slaves hearing the Eman 7:-1,@"—'

" ries and produced by Dayton’s LT

i “The theatér isn't the end, but ™

cipation Proclamation.: , .-
Nancy Jeffrey tells a compel-:* =
ling story, as a mother wholosesa. ..
son to a war, although he returns -
alive, S
Ron Short’s beautiful voice = . . - ;
and electrifying story of Vietnam,
as can be told only by one who o
served there, is matched only by -
the storytelling of John O’Neal
as Junebug Jabbo Jones,

The company will be returning *
to Dayton several times in the
next few years for The Dayton-
Stories Project, a series of work-
shops and storytelling sessions
that will culminate in 1996 witha
theater work based on our sto-

Human Race Theatre. .. Lo

Troupe members mingle with
show-goers afterward, for those
Wwho want to share their
histories. = an

the stimulus of the conversation,”
O’Neal said. “We're tryingto <. ":-}-
build a unity from the uniqueness ..
ofeachofus” - wi T .0
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